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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC) 


A correspondent of the Rozndnieha of the 5th August 
notices a seriots case of criminal tgespass in Mauza Rapur 
Khadra, a village in the zamindari of Musammit Afzul-un- 
Nisé Bega, and belonging to Thana Hasanganj (Lucknow). 
Theparticulars were these :—Ladle Mirz&, - grandson of Haji 
Begam Séhiba, went to the mauza, accompanied by his Divan, 
named Bakhtdvar Lél, together with an escort of 30 or 40 
sepoys, and some 4Q or 50 coolies, each carrying a spade 
and a [dtht in hishands. On arrival théy began: to dig trenches 
round a tract of cultivated land situated below Gulzér Bagh, 
measuring about 15 biswas. The szamindar of the land, 
on: becoming aware of this, sent his peon, named Salér Khan, 
who in vain remonstrated with the Mirzé.on the impropriety of 
his conduct, and then reported the matter to the police, but, 
to no purpose. The police took no steps o break up this un- 
lawful assembly, who stayed on the spot for & long time and-then 
returned home after having accomplished their object. Prior 


to this the Haji Begam Sahiba had caused the destruction of a 


at 
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wall of the sointaie 8 owes, and on the case being referred to 
the civil court, a decree was passed in favour of the latter. 


The writer calls in question the sondist. of the police for 
not interfering ; the result might have been bloodshed, had 
not the zamindar wisely abstained from opposition. 


The Anwdr-ul-Akhbdr of the 10th: August, in its local 
news eolumn, draws the attention of..the municipal committee 
of Lucknow to the need of repairing’ the broken bridge of 
the ndla near Mushkganj, which: causes - great inconvenience 
to passengers. 


The Asha-ul-Akhhér of the 13th NR pare the head- 
ing “ Agra,” says that the bridges of some of the roads are 
in such a bad state as to endanger life and limb. Only re- 
cently a person lost his’ horse,’ and was himself seriously 
hurt, while riding over the bridge situated near the Criminal 
Court, 


The Abkbdr-ir Anjumansi- Panjd of the 14th August, in 
an article contributed by: a ‘correspond ent, commends the 
tahsild4rs and naib tahsildars of the Panjab to. the favourable 
consideration of Government. - The former consist of four 
grades, and draw Rs. 200, 175, 150, or 125 per mensem ; while 
the latter are divided into three grades, and receive Rs. 75, 50, 
or 20. Considering the position and responsibility of these 
officials, and the extensive powers with which they are invested, 
the writer is of opinion that they are most inadequatel y remu- 
‘nerated for their services. It seems to him to be beth unwise 
and unfkir to pay any man holding judicial authority only 
Re. 30 a month, and that such insufficient, rates of salary are 
calculated to lead the. reci ipionts, into.a course of malpractices 
to obtain money elsewhere, . ‘The attention of Government is 
brssseicheshac tothis matter, _ 


~The Hind Prakdik of. the sanie- dates uaa the hacia 
SS Wazirabad, ” gays hit: dags’ are beitig ‘killed in the public 
streets and ‘béadrs, and thatthe sights: ‘eatremoly disgusting 
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to the oil generally, and particularly offensive to the re : 
ligious feelings of the Hindas. The writer is at a loss td 
account for these acts of cruelty, and expresses a hope that the 
Government will adopt early measures for their prevention 


in future. 


A serial of the Lauh-i-Mahféz of the same date, 
writing from Gh4zfpur, states that cattle disease of a virulent 
type has-for’sdme time past been. raging in that district, and 
has destroyed: hundreds of animals... Cholera is also said 

to have broken cent an some places. pies =) 


In its local news columns the same paper says that sinée 
the commencement. of the rainy season the sweepers of the 
Moradabad city have been in the habitof throwing the filth 
of thé houses into the drains of the streets. The servants of 
the Lauh-i-Mahféz press have often’ seen this heing done. 
The attention of the municipal commnittee is invited to this 
matter. 


The Nir-ul-Absdr of the 15th Angust contrasts the way 
in which justice was administered in the time of the ‘former 
rulers of India with that which characterizes’ the’ preserit 
system of administration. It is dbserved that the eumbrous 
forms and processes with which justice is now hampered were 
unknown before, and ‘that ‘therefore thé ‘system’ of ‘justice 
obtaining ir in dld times:mty be accepted as preferable to ‘that 
of the present day. In olden times the administration of jus- 
tice. entirely depended on the honesty and common sense of 
‘the Judges, -and it was left. to their. discretion and good faith. 
to investigate the customs and usages of the people, and found 
their decisions on the basis of such investigations. Now, while 
| the jadge’ is required: to deal justicé honestly and. eorscien- 
~ Bously, ‘he ‘i¢ also’ bound ‘to adhdre closély ‘to’ laws artd 
regulations, ‘Thus: hampered, the jatiicial officer of the present. 
‘day not unfrequently finds himself in'a dilemma. Common. 
Sense and cétishiertes suggest to him one course, while: tha” 
law-comipela-hitr te-adept-another. Under such circumstances, ' 
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the writer considers that it 18:vain to expect: hoses Justice ‘will 
be administered as it. ought to be. 


Then again, the language of the Acts and iat is 
go obscure that officers who have to be guided by them some- 
times find great difficulty in discovering their correct inter- 
pretation and bearing. It often happens that one officer puts 
one construction on a clause, and another takes quite. an 
opposite view. The writer: has been informed by a: friend 
of his that a very able and experienced’ judge once remarked 
to him that certain clauses of Act VIII. of 1859 were:still 
mystery to him. The fact is that even the very persons who 
frame the laws virtually confess that the meaning of some Acts 
is net sufficiently explicit. by publishing amendments and 
commentaries on them from time to time. ‘Only recently, 
in a case which came under section 106 of the Rent Act, the 
Governor-General has ruled that the interpretation put upon 
the section by judicial courts is not right, and then proceeds 
to lay down a different view of the law. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 21st pane concurs generally 
in the above views. After going over much the same 
ground as the article quoted above, the writer observes in. 
favour of the old system of judicial administration, that the 
decisions in those days were exceedingly. just, and many of 
them have become proverbial even to the present day. 


~ The article in conclusion draws attention to the system of 
evidence, and to the language of the law, both of which it is 


considered stand much in the way of a successful adminis~ 
tration of justice in these times. 


The Akhbép-i- Anjuman’i- Bind. of the same. roe in its 
local news columns, praises the Chief Commrissioner of Oudh 
for his successful exertions to obtain subscriptions. in aid of 
— the almshouse at Lucknow, but remarks that, though. a. hands. 
some amount will soon be forthcoming under, his patronage, | the 


object for which the mae is raised ,will not:he. seoured. uot) 


- 
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_ all other officers take as , active and cordial:an interest in the 
support of the poor as the Chief Commissioner does.. As matters 
now stand, only persons who bring recommendatory. notes from 
the friends. and relatives of the manager of the almshouse 
receive anything from it, while many really poor. people.are 
altogether excluded from the benefits of the institute. . 


_ A correspondent of the Khair Khwsh-i-Alam of the sam 
date,:writing from Ludhiana, says that, contrary. to the pro- 
visions of the Municipal Act, persons who build new houses 
within municipal limits do not previously submit .a plan 
thereof to the municipal committee for approval. The con~ 
sequence of this has been that: Lala R&mji Dds, a member of 
the committee, has recently built a shop ona plan of his 
own, which has quite a the sina of the rest of 
the bazar. | 


The attention of the municipal committee is invited to 
this, and the authorities are requested to enforce the law in 
cases of the kind above described. ‘The writer adds, that it 
would be well if this duty were entrusted by the committee 
to the Surveyor of Public Works. — 


The Samay Vinod of the same date invites attention to 
the following complaints in connection with Government dis~ 
_ pensaries, which are the cause of their unpopularity :— 


-(a.) ' Sick persons who are unable to attend a dispensary 
in. person, and too poor to bear the expense of .a conveyance, - 
cannot get medicines from it. oe 

(5.) ‘The doctors in charge of the dispensaries freely cut 
off the hand, foot, or other limb of the patient, and apply the 

| lancet, when easier and less painful remedies are at hand. 


. The Koh-i- Nér of the same date, in an article contributed . 
by &. correspondent, blames. Government for having; done 
little or nothing to,.improve . the condition of.the agricultural 
: Classes, and for. notteaching them the.science of agriculture, 
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‘The same paper itentions the follow i ing pastivulars iwi its 
correspondence columns: 


Ghdettbét.—The want of a ‘gard 18 ments felt The ola 


saréi has been taken ap by ‘the. metnicipal eommittec, and no 
other has been built to supply its place. 


Peshdéoar.—The recent heavy rains have destroyed several 
villages and caused a loss of thousands of rupees. — 

- ‘The dathe correspondent reports ‘that the native mem bers 
of the mimivipal committee’ at’ Peshawar have split ap. into 


fdetions, and are —— intent on se one | arseend 4 
one: : ae ee ae 


Lud hidna.—The Extra Assistant Commissioner, who i is 2 
European, practises great oppression on the people, He 
forces carpenters to work for him, and the poor men have 


preferred repeated complaints of the oppression to. the Deputy 
Commissioner. 


o * ‘ 


Banné.—On the 29th J me a ic. carrying the 
mail, was drowned in the Koram. ‘The attention of the 
Panjib Government should be directed to the need of ro- 
— this dangerous ndla with a bridge. 


~The Kérndmah of the 17th August,” in its’ local ‘news 
columns, : says that the municipal committee of Luckno w have 
ceased to Hold meetings. “When the committee was first 
eStublished.in that ‘city, European as well as Native mémbers 
used'to ‘test: every ‘Thursday in:the: Chhatr Manzil:to discuss 


subjects of public interest; afterwards fortnightly meetings: ‘were y 
held and the Native members were changed every yegr, an 


finally the committee met only once ina month. This yeat, 
when the time for the election of new members came, the 
authorities abolished municipal meetings altogether. The edi- 
tor cendenins the measure, and ‘remarks that: the- particips- 
tion of the Native members in the diseussions of the commit 
teo'Was‘useful itr ‘various ways, ‘and that/their exclusion usd 
prove'éxtremely. injurious. to the: ‘interests of the country. - 
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‘The Shola-i- Tée of the 18th August ‘notices approvingly 
the order passed by the municipal committee .of R&jmahendri 
(Madras), probibiting fliahermen from catching . fish or taking 
their boats near the bathing gh&ts of the river; and remarks 
(hat if a similar order weré passed by the municipal commib- 

tees of Cawnpore and other cities, thousands. of Hindus — 
be thankful to Government... 


The Abhbdr-i-Am. of iio + 19h, aie saline from 
the Ab-t-Haydt--Hind. an article headed “ the. selfishness of 
the English Government.” The drift. ig that the English 
Government is stigmatized by the people. for being. selfish 
and attentive to its own interests. The editor of the Ab-t- 
Haydt-i- Hind does not think the charge to be well founded, 
but remarks that there can be no question that the natives of 
India are not now so well off as they formerly were.‘ This he 
attributes to the fact that, while the European’ officers of ‘the 
former time were ‘well-wishers alike of the Government and 
the people, and were constantly. studying to promote the wel- 
fare of the latter, the officers of the present day care solely 


for the interests of Government, and pay no attention to those 
of the people. . 


The Benares Akhbdr of the . 20th August ‘ an article, 
contributed by a correspondent, in which an attempt i is made 
to show why grain is becoming dearer and dearer every year 
in India. According to the writer, this is due—(1) to the. 
increase in the Goyernment jama on land, and (2) to the 
general policy of Government, which is injurious to the pros- 

perity of the eountry—a fact which he illustrates by a ied 
of the ] inperor Akbar. 


The writer goes om to’ say that the s illite of India 
will never be insured until Government introdutes Buropean 
arts and manufactures into the country. 


In ‘its logal news columns, the same paper again takes 
exception to. the order. of the municipal committee of Benares 


against the lighting af the streets on moonlight nights. The 
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writer - observes that in: the rainy season: moonlight nights 
are often dark and cloudy, and that the’li ghting of the lamps 

in: the ‘streets is: therefore necessary. It is. ‘added that ikka 
drivers, taking: advantage of the order in question, pass 


through the! city without: lights to: their conveyances, often: 
endangering life and limb. | 


- The editor also notices the practice adopted by many of 
the:rich:men:of .Benares of engaging the bad.characters of 


the city in order to oppress poor and. respectable persons, - 
The attention of the Magistrate is invited to all these points. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN. ) 


A letter from a correspondent of the Dabdaba-i-Sikandart 
of the 10th August praises the Begam of Bhiipdl for introduc. 
ing-various reforms and improvements into her State. Excel- 

lent arrangements have been-made for the protection of the 


roads and the convenience of travellers. A well and a sarai 
-are.to be built at a distance of every three kos, and a police 
station to, be provided at intervals of one kos, at which 10 
sawdre will be posted. A beautiful town has heen founded in 
the environs of Bhtpél, which is called Sh&hj ahénabad, after 


Her Highness’s name, 


The Udaipur correspondent of the same ‘paper says that a 
party of Minas recently made an. incursion into Mauza Ma- 
jeré, llaka Komalmer, which is one of the khdlisa villages | of 


the Mahdrfn4, and carried away 13 buffaloes, ‘The robbers 
have. not yet been found. 


The writer ‘regrets that, though a dplachineat of the Ma- 
héréné’s army has been posted towards Komalmer for keeping 
supervision over the Minas, the people de not refrain from 
their evil courses, He adds that the persons who commit 
depredations in Mewar are the Minds of Mérwér, as well as 
other tribes of marauders; and that the reason why it is difficult 
to’put astop to these depredations is, that some of the ‘ tha- 
kurs of Marwar are in collusion’ with the Minds and get one- 
fourth of the spoil from ‘them, -. Unless, therefore, a, strict - 
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order is isswed by the English Government ‘warning ‘all the 
thékurs and jagirdére of Marwér against these unlawfal 
practices, and calling upon them to'take the necessary steps 
against the marauders in their respective ildkAs under penalty 
of their estates being confiscated, there can be no hope weed 
the evil complained of will -be effectually suppressed. 


Under the heading “ Bagaur,” the writer says that the 
dispute which took place between the Réos of that State and 
Deogarh four months ago, and resulted in the death of some 


men on both sides, is still undecided. _The Mah&rand should 
proceed very cautiously i in settling this question. 


Under the heading “ Deogarh Madarya,” it is stated that - 
the State is deeply in debt, and that under the existing ar- 
rangements there can be no hope of its being relieved from its 
liabilities. The R&o keeps bad company and is too fond of the 
society of dancing-girls. He has also dismissed Séneval Singh, 
who is a very experienced officer, from the office of Faujdar. 


The writer thinks the Mahardj a of Udaipur should have 
recourse to the same measures which have been adopted by: 
the English Government in Kota for placing the affairs of his 
State on a proper footing. ee nts 

The Mérwdr Gasétie supports the above statement. It: 
is said that since the accession of Ravatji Shri Krishna Singh 
to the throne of Dedgarh, the State has been gradually falling. 
into great financial embarrassments. The total annual income 
of the State is Rs. 80,000, out of which Rs. 12,000 are paid 
to the 84 officers appointed for the assessment of revenue, 
and Rs, 16,800 are appropriated by the officers, that is, at an 
average of Rs. 200 by each officer, thus leaving a net income 
of Rs. 51 ,200, which is insufficient to meet the State expenses, 
Wartharnions. the proceeds of five or six villages go over ta 
the son of Seth Zorawar Singh and Harakh Chand of Palf 
as interest. The writer adds that there are no able officers to 
conduct the administration of the State property and check 
the evil practices of the Amla.. 
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The ‘Dabdaba-i- Sikandart has been tnlormed that. -the 
Mahérfné of Udaipur thinks of ‘conferring : the office of _Pra- 
dhén on Mahté Ajit Sin gh, who had been imprisoned. some 
time ago for having killed a thief, and has recently Leen re- 
leased from confinement. The writer remarks that Lord 
Mayo issued an order with regard to the Mahté’s case, to 
the effect that on his release he should receive no post under 
the State; and adds that the only persons well qualified for 
the preferment are Mahté Pann& L&l, Mir Munshi of the State, 


and Thakur Arjun Singh, and that the Mah4r4né4 should make 
his selection from one of these two. - _ 


Since writing the above the editor has en that Mahté 
Ajit Singh, Gop4l Singh, and others have conjointly submitted 
an application to the Mahér4né stating. that if His Highness 
were to entrust the management of Mewar to them, they eould 
guarantee an increase of four lakhs in the annual income of 
the State. The Rajputéna contemporary, to whom the editor 
is indebted for this statement, fails to see what has encouraged 
these men to make an application of this kind: Mahté Ajit 
Singh, when he was Pradhan, had been famous for his tyranny, 
and had not only put several innocent persons to death, but in 
one case had caused a man to be tied to-the foot of an 
elephant and dragged in that state till he died; while Gopél 
_ D&s is the very person who, on the demise of Mabér4n& Swarap 
Singh, stole the State jewels, which were found in his house 
in the time of the reigning Mahérané. ~ 


The Souay Vinod of the 15th August, ‘under the heading 
“Jaipur,” says that under the orders of the Maharaja all 
mosques and temples on the road which is being constructed 
in the city have been demolished, and that the subjects of 


the State are extremely dissatisfied with this act of His 
Hi ghness. 


— The editor wonders that while. Pima tons ime i were: built 


by the chiefs at the expense of the State, he should now have 
taken a fancy. t to destroy them as 
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A correspondent of the Koh-t-Nér of the same date, writ- 
in g from Kota, says that hitherto the administration of the 
State is not regulated by any fixed laws. Sometimes the Eng- 
lish, and sometimes the old State procedure is followed; while 
in some cases, again, the officers aet according to their own 
opinion. The stamp duty has been introduced, but the 
stamps made are such as can easily be imitated.: 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 18th August notices the anarchy 
and confusion reigning in Devas (Central India). The State 
owes ten or twelve l&khs of rupees, and its mahdls are being 
mortgaged, The pay of the servants of the State has not beem — 
distributed for the last four years, 


_ The editor wonders that the A gent to the Governor-Gene- 
ral should take no. notice of all: this, and he warns the 
Mahéréja to take prompt steps for setting things to rights, 


* COMMERCIAL. 
(Ratlways.) 


A correspondent of the Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 10th 
August points out’the need of: the following reforms in con- 
nection with the railway management: — 


(1.) A separate waiting-roonr should be set apart at each 
railway station for the accommodation of native gentlemen: 
At present, although there is a gentlemen’s waiting-room at 
every station, Hindust4ni gentlemen can scarcely have access 
to it. Only rece ntly a native gentleman, who is held’‘in high 
esteem among European officers, wished to put up in a waiting- 
room at the Allahabad railway station, but was turned out 
of it because an Englishman and a servant of the Railway 
Company happened to be there at the time. 


(2. ) Separate first and second class . carriages peer be 
assigned: for native gentlemen, it being extremely inconvenient 


for the Jatter to travel, in the same carriage with Europeans. 


he te 
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(8. A strict prohibition shockd be. ngade satel drinking , 


and smoking in the carriages. At wes er pas- 
sengers indulge in both.. 


The Khair Khwéh-i-Alam of the 15th liek’ finds fault 
with Railway Companies for seating persons of all elasses 
and ranks: without distinction in the same carriage. The 
editor sees no reason why separate carriages should not be 
assigned for Hindis, Musalméns, and people of the lower 
elass, such as sweepers, chaméps, &e. By doing so, while the 
Companies will lose. nothing, a very prevalent rained will 


be removed. 


A correspondent of the Kok-é-Ner of the game date, who 
had occasion to travel by rail from Amritsar to Calcutta 


recently, mentions the following grievances on ‘the Sindh, 
Range, and Delhi, and the East Indian Railway waned — 


Sindh, Panjéb, and Dellu Railway. 


(1.) With the exception of the first class carriages, those 
of all other classes are inconvenient in one way or another. 


'. Fhe second class carriages, in which respectable natives 

generally travel, have neither a.desk to write om, nor a re 
/  gervoir of water, nor @ privy, and are very badly fitted up. 

In the intermediate class. carriages tem passemgers are 

uniad ip ote neato: _— more ‘on six can 

sonmeabentty be accommodated. 


The third clase curri ages, which on considerations of 
public convenience ought to have been provided with every 
convenienee, are most uncomfortable. ‘They have no privy im 
them, of which there is much need, as persons ‘of all ages and 
classes travel in them ; while fifty men, and i in ti mes of emer- 
gency even more, are seated in each carriage. 


,. (2). While there are refreshment-rooms fer Euro- 
‘Peans at all large stations, none have been provided for 
natives ; and what j 1s Worse, the latter cannot ever procure 


( 337 ) 


good and wholesome eatables at the stations, Ifa Hindé 
and. s Musalmén contractor be appointed, Hindusténis would: 
be able to get good articles of food at the stations. 

East Indian Raihoay. 


(1.) Some time ago a Hindustéui established silicide 
rooms on this line, which provid ed articles of food at such 
cheap prices that, not only natives, but even Englishmen de- 
-sived benefit from’ them. The managers of the English re- 
freshment-rooms had the man turned out, and since that time 
natives suffer the same inconvenience for want of refresh- 
ment-rooms on this line as has all along been their lot on the 
Panjéb line, The Railway Company should see to this, and 
induce some other Hindustént to establish refreshment-rooms 
on this line.: ) : 


(2.) The third class carriages, which ae six compart- 
ments each, are much narrower and inconvenient than similar 
carriages of the Panjib Railway Company. They are dis- 
graceful in appearance, having probably never been coloured a 
second time since they were constructed ; and as many as sixty 
passengers, and even more, are are shut up in them like prisoners, 


Besides’ the above, other sources of inconvenience noticed 
in the case df the Panjéb Railway line exist on this line also. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Wér-1il- Abots of the 15th August has an par on 
obscene books. The writer begins by saying that no‘eountry 
ean rise from its original state of poverty and ignorance to 
wealth and civilization until its inhabitants set themselves about 
active and useful pursuits, such as may lead to the advance~ 
Ment and prosperity of the nation, and tend tothe cultiva~- 
tion of the arts and manufactures, and the production of good, 
literary and scientific works; aud that after it has reached the 
zenith of its power and. affluence the people relapse into habits — 
of indolence and repose and indulge i in luxuries. The graver 


Virtues give way to effeminacy, and moral books to love 
tre atises and obscene works, 
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The writer proceeds to say that it Wwas under such circum- — 
stances that obscene. works came to bé written in Arabia and. 
Persia, and now come out in-alarming numbers in England. 
According to Sir H.. Mainwaring, a nobleman of England, 
four lakhs of obscene books are published there in every week, 


or twenty karors and eighty l&khs in the year, and these are 
sold at two-or three anas each. 


The Samay Vinod of the same date, in its local news 
columns, mentions with regret that while: hitherto only 
Hindts and Musalmans of the higher. ¢astes were taught at 
the Naini T4l Mission School, now boys of inferior castes, 
including even: sweepers, -are also adinitted into it. . The 
writer thinks it a.shame for the Hindés and Musalméns to 
continue studying at the school under such circumstances. - 

The Oudh Akhbér of the 18th August publishes a list of 
the subscriptions raised at Udaipur in aid of the Muhammadan 


Anglo-Oriental University. The total amount collected comes 
| mp to about ™. 900. oo ate 


= MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Hindi Prakdsh of the 14th August praises Munshi 
Kali Prasad, a Ka&yasth, who is a native of Shahzddpur 
in the Allahabad district, and a pleader of the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court, Oudh, for having permanently endow- 
ed Rs. 10,600 for the benefit of his nation. The amual pro- 
fits of this endowment fund will be devoted to the education — 
and support of orphans, the maintenance of widows and 
other helpless persons, and the marriage of poor girls. Other 


persons of the Kdyusth fraternity are invited to assist in the. 
good cause. 
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